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Education

Current 2020-2024

• PhD candidate, Political Science Department, University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands
– Dissertation:Violence for Control: Explaining Violent Local Elections in India
– Dissertation Supervisory Committee:Ursula Daxecker (Supervisor) and Imke Harbers (Co-

Supervisor)
Previous

• 2020 M.A.,Society and Culture, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT Gandhinagar, India

• 2018 B.A., Sociology, St, Xavier’s College, Kolkata, India

Employment

PhD Fellow 2020 - 2024

PhD Fellow at the Elections, Violence, Parties (EVaP) Project. The EVaP project presents new theory
and evidence on the nature, organization, and consequences of electoral violence.

Research Interests

Comparative Politics, Democratic Backsliding, Political Violence and South Asia

Publications

Working Papers

• Engineered non-contestation: Deterring electoral contestation using violence in local elections (Re-
vise and Resubmit)

• Dissertation Chapter:“Locally Sourced”: The production of incumbent sponsored violence during
local elections.

Book Chapters

• Ghosh, S., Sharma, S. K., Das, N., Chattopadhyay, A. (2020). Religion, contraceptive method mix
and son preference among Bengali-speaking community in Indian subcontinent: a long view. In
Population Dynamics in Eastern India and Bangladesh (pp. 183-207). Springer, Singapore.

Teaching

Undergraduate

• Teaching Assistant. Introduction to Political Science Research. Department of Political Science,
University of Amsterdam. 2024

• Teaching Assistant. Research Project, University of Amsterdam. 2024

https://www.uva.nl/en/profile/d/a/n.das/n.das.html/
https://evap.uva.nl/
mailto:n.das@uva.nl
tel:+000000000000


Awards

Sydney Bailey Prize awarded by Conflict Research Society (1000 GBP) 2023

Field Research

Fieldwork for Doctoral Dissertation in India 2021 - 2023

– Qualitative interviews with Journalists, Local Party Leaders, Party workers, Voters and Academics
(6 months of fieldwork)

Conference and Workshop Presentations

Annual Conference of European Political Science Association (Cologne) 2024

Governance and Local Development Institute’s Annual Conference (Gothenburg) 2024

Workshop on Democracy in Contemporary South Asia at Dublin City University (Dublin-Online) 2023

The Conflict Research Society Annual Conference (London) 2023

Summer School on ”Electoral Democracy in Danger?” at SciencesPo (Paris) 2023

Annual Conference of European Political Science Association (Glasgow) 2023

Annual Convention of International Studies Association (Montreal) 2023

American Political Science Association: Political Violence Dissertation Workshop (Montreal) 2022

The Conflict Research Society Annual Conference (Belfast-Online) 2022

University College London: Annual PhD Workshop on Conflict and Change (London) 2022

Second Annual Workshop on Political Violence and Electoral Politics by EVaP Project (Online) 2022

Amsterdam Centre for Conflict Studies Workshop (Netherlands-Online) 2021

University and Department Service

• PhD representative for PETGOV Program Group, Amsterdam Institute of Social Science Research,
University of Amsterdam 2022–2023

• Board member of Jong UvA (organization for young employees of the University of Amsterdam)
2021–2022

Organization of Scientific Meetings

• Book Talk by Dr. Aditi Malik and Mini-Workshop on Political Violence 2025

• New Research on Electoral Politics in India (with Ursula Daxecker) 2024

• Mini Workshop on Electoral Politics in India (with Ursula Daxecker) 2023

• Second Annual Workshop on Political Violence and Electoral Politics by EVaP Project (Online)
(with Ursula Daxecker, Neeraj Prasad and Maureen Fubara 2022

• First Annual Workshop on Political Violence and Electoral Politics by EVaP Project (Online) (with
Ursula Daxecker, Neeraj Prasad and Maureen Fubara 2021



Skills

Software: Knowledge of Stata, R, ArcGIS, Atlas.ti

PhD Coursework

Introduction to Geographical Information Systems 2022

Topics and Approaches in Political Science 2021

Causality in Quantitative Research 2020

Methodology Course Research Design 2020

ERC Course: Political Violence 2020

Introduction to Academic Writing 2020

ERC Course: Elections in the Developing World 2020

Additional Training

Methods Expertise Centre of Amsterdam Institute for Social Science Research 2022

– Introduction to ATLAS.ti

– Introduction to R

– Applied Regression Analysis: Estimation, Diagnostics, and Modelling

– Introduction to Inferential Statistics

CITI Program course: Human Subject Research (Ethics Training) 2021

ECPR Virtual Winter School 2021

Grants

International Studies Association Travel Grant (550 USD) 2023

Invited Talks

Guest Lecture.Undergraduate Course on Skills and Research Methods for Political Science (University of
Amsterdam) 2024

Other Professional Experience

Intern, The Institute of Development Studies, Kolkata, India 2019

Research Assistant, Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, India 2019

Languages

Hindi (native), Bengali (native), English (fluent)

References

Ursula Daxecker (u.daxecker@uva.nl), Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Amster-
dam(Supervisor)



Imke Harbers Associate Professor (i.harbers@uva.nl), Department of Political Science, University of Am-
sterdam (Co-Supervisor)
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